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MAGAZINE NEWS:

GALAXY gocs bimenthly with the August—~Scptember 1970 issuc, the
contents of which arc - "The Day After Judgment' (James Blish),
"I Will Fear No Evil (Part II)" (Robert A, Heinlecin), "About A Sccret Crocodile"

(R.A. Laffcrty), “"Power Play" (Dannic Plachta) and "Moonhoat" (Ernecst Taves),
1c contents of WORLDS OF FANTASY. no. 2: Y"Long Live Lord Kor!®™ {(Andrc No:ton),
walkor Betwcen The Planes" (Gordon R. Dickson), "The Crayfish® (Helon Arvonen).
"0h Say, Can You Sce?" (Erik van Lhin), "Unmistakebly Henry" (Jcan Cavrcll),
"Czll Mo Million" (Frederik Pohl), "Teddy Bear" (James E. Gunn) and “Last Night
And Every MNight" (3amcs Tiptrec Jre) // (all that lot from Locuss You may recad
hcre some item you 2lso read in the last issuc of NN, This is bccausc I zom one
of the few rcgular readers of NN who didn't get to sce tho tenth issuos. No
rcason, just our policy.) // OCCULT No. 2 (75¢, 128 pcges) from Popular Library
is in the same format as the SEIENCE FICTION YERBOOKS (whiech arc/werc annunls),
but ~ppcars quarterly (it s=ys)s The contonts =are not of great intorcst to the
scicnece fiction f~n, but the inside covers arpe Finlay reprintse And maybe it
indicates 2 chhpge in policy on the part of Popular Library, Not in policy tow:rds
l=yout, thoughs: th-t has hardly changed at 211 in fifteen yconrs,

OTHER VOICES, OTHER ROOMS:: The issuc numberced 334-336 of Miron Grindeats ADAM
International Revicw is devoted to the Moon, -~nd 111
that stuff, // Some. of the more, 2h, outspokoen SF writers in England have takon .
ta the vory little mngse Onc such magazinc is PRI PUS, the ninctecenth issuc of
which contained two poems -"Oryx in Phocnix" and "Wh-t we have hore” - written

by Jamos Blish nnd John Brunncr respectivelye The cightcenth issuc-had o scetion
(titlod "Living:Becing:iHaving") from Aldiss's BAREFODOT IN THE HE.D. // The very
samc BJWe Aldiss hns a four page artiele ip tho April 1970 issuc of LONDOW
‘M..GLZINE, Title is "SF Serious, Popular and S&5"., I think you can work out what
that 1s =baut, There's » raoference to '"Paul Andcrsont, but Azimov's namc was
spelled eorrcctly, // The April 1970 issuc of EKISTICS (sort of must reading for
authors) is ~ special devoted to 'ECOSYSTEMS: M.N ~ND N.TURE', // The Times Lit.

pp. for July 9 has nbout a h-1lf page of rcvicws of SF books, Tho revicwer, in

We~ling with B-llard!'s THE ATROCITY EXHIDITION, rcmarks that he prufors Ballard’s
carlicr work, In » morc rcecent issug of NEW STATESMAN the revicwer is rather
morc candid, roforring ta THE ATROCITY EXHIBITIAN ~s "stunningly pretcenticus®,

So much for the wider appcal of New Wave SF, // An carlior issuc of thu TLS

ran a quitc favaourable review of Langdon Jones's version aof TITUS ALONE - but so
far as I know Pcnguin printcd the carlicr version, // The July 1970 SOVIET
LITERATURE prints a scvon-page intervicw with Ivan Yefromov, It doosn’t contain
much that is spucifice // The Jduno issuc of B00KS & BOODKMEN has a twe page Taport
on thc British Eastercon (EXTREMELY ARTICUL\TE PEOPLE: Rcport on SciCon 170) by
"Robert Ray! (there's a familiar namc)e I thought you had somc pull with B&B,
Pates (Thanks, Mike 0'8ricn =nd Loc Harding for seme of the sbove.) // The Junc
26 issuc of NEW STLTESMAN has » rambling full-p=age article which might be said

ta be about SF, hcaded Here Come the Consiecs., The ~rticle wanders through the
~uthaor's rominisecunces about SF m'gazincs, to JWCIr nnd Jakobbson's attaeck on him
of ~ couple of months (wecll, nc:rly =2 ycar) ago, back to the Dean Drive, on to
DUNE ('a2 brilli~ntly conccivud ccological cpic ' (huh?)) and to MAKE ROOM, MARE
ROOM, THE SP.CE MERCH.NTS (whuncc the 'Consics', for conscrvationists) and the
final rcvclntian that the ceology bit is all a right wing plots Hell, and ~11 this
timc I thought th:e. pollution was : right-wing plote // (This column could be run
morc often, if ruaders arc interested: I don't extetly rush to print the itcems,
thOUQh.--o.)

THE #P~ CORNER:: S,.PS 92 - 144 pnges, ~nd holding at 23 or 24 mcmbecrse Apa-L
265 ~ 124 p=ges., FAPA postmailings to the 131st F.P3 mailing

- 16 pagcs so far,

= Mail Datess: M=il rcccived steadily to Junc 18 from New Yorks Mail rcceived
extremoely irrcgularly to June 12 from Los Angelos. Make that
very oxtremely irrequlatlye.ss ‘




P

CONNOTATIONS: ¢ All sorts of Westorcon reprts arc to hand, but be blow is taken o
mrinly from WINNIE 48 (Miko Ward, Box 41, Mcnlo Park, California
94025, $1 for 6 issucs) and from Frcd Patton's Westercon nowszine, THE CHRONION,

// The most intcresting result for sustramlinns was probably the f-ct that

Oimitrii Razuvoov won two awards in the irt Showyg inm tho Horoic Fantasy scction
with "Comc Follow Mes..” and he also won the Most Promising Ncw Artist fiward.
Onw=rd to tho hoights) // Westercon registration was about 625 with attundnanco

100 or so less than that, The 1971 Westercon will be in S=n Francisco and the '72
Wostcrcon at Long Boach. Tho hotel, averaging out the reports, svoms to h=vo

been woll atiove nvcrage (and I have to admit that I am relying upon Bon Fiteh's
FROM SUND'Y TO S.TURD;Ysess)s // hustralian fans may be intcrested to know that
tho Wostercon showod about 18 hours of movie a day for tho first threce days,

but most of thou movics were rather older than those shown at jiustralian convontionss
"5000 Fingers of Dre To" would havo bocn tho beost of tho films showne Two fan
movics (or rathoer, rushas therecof) wero nlsc showns Michacl Kurland/Randall
Garrett's GOOUM =nd Dave McDanicl's Thrush training filmy MINIM-L ASSHULT SERIES

Na. 18: SECURING THE ISOLATED OBJECTIVE. How about that, Clarko fans? (Ron

L. Clarke fans, that is)s // The skinnydipping could provu troublesome at an -
Lustralian convention. nnd bosidos, iustralian FrAnSese.ss //GET RIGHT TO THE
SOURCE: GO TO WORCESTER IN '71! Poeto Woston asked mo to put in 2 word or so for
the 22nd British Sf Convention, to be held at Eastcer 1971 im Worepster, I should
think thet Australian Rans should make & speecial effort to support this convontion,
Rcgistration is 10/-, mada payablo to "22nd British Scicnce Fiction Convention®

and this should bc sonkt to Poter R, Weston, 31 Pincwall Avenuc, Birmingham 30,UK,
// Yes, gentle reador, thore will bo an Australian SF Convention next year.
Molbournc, Jemnuary 1 &2, and maybe 3, Detrils will be announcod =ny moment nowe //
HEICON PLANS Hero zore fuller dotsils of the Heicon coverzgs you will get in
fustralian fanzinuse There will bo a spocial issuc of NN on August 24 or 25,
dopanding on how quickly tho nows gets throughe Thuen, about a weck later, Gary
Mazson will publish an issuo of THE NEW FORERUNNER giving moro dctails, Finally,
fiftcr Robin Johnson's rcturn, tho noxt issuc of AUSTRALIA IN'7S will be devotod

to a rcport of thu Hoicon Business Scssion (but maybo with somc lighter matorial),
Responsc to tho most mecnt issuo of AUSTRALIA IN *75 has been dscribed as Ymodest's

CLUB NEWS:: On JulyfB a meoting of the S5FF, tho FSS and the nSFS was hcld at the
-———————  homec of Laur= Molosworth, consisting of a discussion of HEINLEIN IN
DIMENSION and a fcw films., Ploaso don't ask what all thusc initials stand fore //
The first mceting of the MELBOURNE SCIENCE FICTION SOCIETY will be heold on August
7, 8pm, 2t the homc of Tony Thomas, 1/108 Millsyn Strect South ¥arrae (Not far
from Domain Rozd) Don't forget it.
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AUSTRALIAN FANZINES::  Times arc lean, and only NN sccems to have made an cppcar-
ance during July (SDMERSET G.ZETTE asidc). Next month
should bo bettor, with tho 12th ANZiPA mailing to lcad off,

FANZINES:: Bruc. Gillespic (PD Baox 245, &rurak, Vic 3377) is ngant for LOCUS,
—_— which is a protty good bargain @ 30¢ a copy and 8-12 pages of nows
cvery fortnight or moro often. // Now about

SCIENTCE FICTION REVIEUW, let mo say that whilc some af you

out thorao have subscribed, therc aro many who haven't, UWhy wait until SFR is a
double Hugo winner? Get an tho bandwagon now, at 50ga copy. Subscribe for as
many issues s you want, You can casily allow mc to drop these frantic crics by
subscribing in sufficiently large numbers, Send the monecy to mo, then praye.

BOOK NOTES:: The latest Russian SF I have is HORSEMEN FROM NOWHERE by
—_— fbramov and Abramov (Mir Publishors, 1969), and definitely o
suporior piccu of work, It takes a problem (the confrontation with aliens) and
doals with it ecarcfully, Thero is =2 lot of jumky scicnec, but that bappcns to

be bosidu the peint, If you should comc across a copy, don't hcsitatc to buy it,
{my hardcover copy cost 80g) // In Septoember Ballantino will issuc a quality pb
odition of somothing cz2lled THE LORD OF THE RINGS for ~bout $8 a sct, Frankly I
can't soc = book or sct of books with an outl-ndish title like that selling many
copivs at all. // Miko 0*'Bricn thanked mo for the publieity for C. .R.NDAITH and
Tolkion, Hec disguiscd it = little, te tell tho truth, //
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Cofi¢s Gary Mazson, 8~14 Warili Road, Frenchs Forest, NSW 2086,

SHORTER WINS TAFF3 (Shorter -~ 142 votcs, Rotsler -~ 78 votes, Brown - 48 votes) (Stiles
August VISION Just arrived - dadicatcd to HEICON, A beautiful cover by Eddic Jdon- -,
Insido bacover is a blue/whito of the caver of tho first SWORDS & SORCERY. Moro ww
dotails noxt timoe SFE 14 just out - mainly lotters and revicws, More ncws on

it in the noxt NN, The first issuc of NORSTRILIAN REVIEWS comes for froa,


mr.ru

-

MM oristrdllsl 2h reviows

number onc July 1970

NORSTRILIAN REVIEWS is written by Bruee Gillespie and John Foystitv,
and is published (irregularly) by John foystor,
12 Glongariff Drive, Mulgrave, Victoria 3170, Australia, FF 186,
NORSTRILIAN REVIEWS is distributod free to interested readers, if
they arec sufficiently interesting. We will review occasional works
which seom to us to be of some importance. OMPA gets this one, too,
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RUNESMITH by Harlan Ellison and Theodore Sturgoon
(F&SF, May 1970, page 31)

3rucp Gillespie

This story attracts notice because it is "Dedicated to the Memory
of Cordwaincr Smith", However the roader will bc hard put to find tho
influenco of Cordwainer Smith in the story ~ or at least not the Cordw
waimer Smith I know,

Indecd, the story is 2lmost a catalogue of un-Smithish proccdurcs
(if tho ocditor will permit mo such a word). There's tho ubiquitoge
name, of coursc, but then there's plenty of other Smiths in the wood-
piles The "hcro" of this story is named Smithi he "crouches in the
darkness on the 102nd floos" and he fleas from an angry mob who are
making thoir way up the stairs of an empty Empire State Buildince
Therefore the story is no: set in Cordwainer Smith's universe o’ tho
Instrumentality, and makce me wonder just what Ellison and Sturgoon
had in mind when thoy wrote thu storye

Thers is an air of fear and absurdity which a2lso does nos remind
mg of Smith's stories, FUNESMITH. is clogged with onc lime parzgrephs
like: "He bad done it boforo, and destroyed the world." Zowlc, So
what? Place abesinst thzt breathtaking statemsnt the aexcruciating
detail of the rcst of the story's beginning:

" Terrible screams, Small croatures with things growing inside
them, pushing their vital organs out of aglignment, the: out through
the skine, Watery zcrcoams,”
! may be wrong, but I don't think therc's any writing in ®mith's
stories es litoral and sadistic as that.

- And the clichaes{ This is the point wherc RUNESMITH completely
parts company with its dodication., Almost svery line o the story
contains words as vague as "things growinge.." and “terrible screams.,".
In one paragraph pisked at random, I recad Yterror and joy", "a-borning"
and "“somothing alive"., Cordwzinor Smith breathed gaw .ifo into old
wordsy theose writers snuff the breath from those worde they do uso,

The "hero" Smith's mysterious power comas from the black arts,
but the black arts were never part of Smith's vocabulary, except somc=
times as side referesnces, I doubt whethor Smith would ever have written
about 2 character so completely depandent on so trivial a supporte



Worse still, these black arts form tha mechanism of tho story., In a
vaguely-explained cxpsriment; the "haoro" has matiaged to destray tho
whole world with tnese black artss Even worsa (if pussible), Ellison
and Sturgoon relsts in detail the snappy conversation betwecn g nixis
end an Incubus, who Have bred Smith thnrough "tuwelve genorations™ to
daestroy the world snd let the Underworld take it ovor.

What other entertainments are provided? Oh yes, Smith has allowed
himsolf to become the victim of thesc deathly horing devils bacause he
has n~t slept during his whole life, Finally ho succumbs tou sleep and
-~ wiroopeed - defeats the horrible mob, You can almost hear Cordwainor
Switit .~ving in horror 2t the story's last paragraph:

" Tin T wes sun now, For the first time, Bocause ho wantod sun,

i b wanted cool breezes. And the scent of good things in the
aire+» Perhaps it would be better nowe"
The story cortainly could "be better now".

I may bc wrong, but I suspect that this stary represonts z complet
misunderstanding of Cordwziner Smith's work, For instance, the authaors
drag In s L=zfin "poerfoct square”, The hero inscribeos it on parchment
and hides it in his shoes. Thoere is a surface obscurity in the begin-~
ning of the story, instead of Cordwainer Smith's precise ambiguitics,
Altnough they would nover admit it, RUNESMITH is an insult to Cordwainer
Smith beacusc it interprets his work as a trivial fac=sde instead of the
complexity it ise

On tbo other hand, RUNESMITH may be a cheap con trick, using
Cordwainer Smith's name whers no comparisons were intendcd, I hope
neither writer would stoop so low.
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John Foyster

It is worth noting that Smith's best-~known story, SCANNERE LIVE
IN VAIN, had as protagonist one Martel (or Smith, if you like) who
destroyed the known world to replace it with 2 ncw and luss crusl onca
But this first story was a work in which the author was turning out
from himself towards the world, not a casc of 1rtrov02810n, as is tho
case with RUNESMITH (if the the reference is no* to Ballard's MAN ON
THE 99TK FLGOR, then the authors have bcen careless).

There is one rospect in which RUNESMITH is most unlike tha stories
of Cordwaincr Smith, and theat is in the languazc cmployed, Both Mr,
Eilison and Mr, Sturgeon belicve in using 'English as she is spokat =
a sort of snobbish notion of the jargan used by the masses. Thus,
the sentencos “He'!'s gotta be up there" and "Nos we got 'im" ara typical ™
of the authors of RUNESMITH, but most atypical of Caordwainor Smith, who
remembered that he wes writing 2 stoary which goss down onto paper and
which is read, “gotta®, for cxample, is a bsc writcr's funny hat? that
is why Smith wouldn't usc it., To write in pulp style means to get away
with murder -~ perhaps even more so now whon the emphasis in some flelds
i1s on language deqradation rather than enrichment,
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Comments to Bruce Gillespia, PO Box 245, Ararat Victoris 3377, Australia,
(except for you, OMPA)s NR will stand in for JOE for a fcu months, far
the next issue of the latter wil not be published until 1971, 28/?/1970



